Surface antigens of Angiostrongylus cantonensis developing in permissive and non-permissive hosts.
The immunofluorescent antibody test and immunocytochemical method were employed to study the surface antigens of Angiostrongylus cantonensis obtained from infected rats, mice and guinea pigs. Positive results with intense fluorescence and brownish peroxidase staining were observed on the cuticular surface of A. cantonensis recovered from rats 22 days (late cerebral phase) and 34 days (lung phase) post-infection when tested with antisera against host (normal rat serum) antigens as well as crude extracts of A. cantonensis. However, host antigens were not observed on the surface of the nematode recovered from the brain of mice and guinea pigs 15 days post-infection.